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covenant of the first transgression was cancelled * and
the rays of the true light began to dawn, Hegesippus,
who is reported to have come to Rome in the time of
Anacletus,2 published, it is said, five books of church
history for the profit of readers;3 and as Eusebius of
Caesarea, the most famous among the writers of his-
tory, and his assistant, the martyr Pamphilus, com-
posing the histories of their own and preceding times
with wondrous eloquence of language, published in-
numerable volumes;4 and, further, as Gregory5 of
blessed memory, a man most learned in literary studies
and occuping the glorious height of the apostolic chair,
wrote the life of the sainted confessors, exhibiting a
marvellously managed dialectic style, and published
the work in four books in syllogistic form,6 which to
this day, placed in the libraries of the churches, bring
to posterity the laborious grandeur of knowledge: so
ye bid me to reveal to this age and to the ages to come
the life of the saint, and his lofty virtues, his practice of
piety, and the strength of his abstinence.7 But al-
though I know that I am a slight and insignificant

1  Hebrews, ix, 15.

2  Anicetus, bishop of Rome 157 ?-i68: sometimes known as Ana-
cletus I.

8 Saint Jerome, De Viris Illustribus', 22.

* Ibid., Si.

fi Gregory the Great, pope 590-604.

6 Dialogorum Libri IV de Vita et Miraculis Patrum Italicorum et de
Aeternitate Animarum.

1 Here and in the following sentence Willibald borrows words and
phrases freely from the prologue of Rufinus's Historic, Monachorum.
P. X., xxi, coll. 387!